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THIEVES 



REMEMBER 
THE MARTYRS 

The annual Manchester Martyrs com mem moral ion march 
takes place on Sunday 22 November and all Red Action 
members and supporters are urged to attend. The march is 
held to remember three members of the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood who were hanged on 23 November 1867. The 
brotherhood, also known as the Fenians, was a forerunner of 
the Republican Movement founded in the early part of the 
twentieth century and still stive and very strongly kicking 
today. 

The Manchester Martyrs, William Allen, Michael O'Brien and 
Michael Larkin were amongst a group of five Fenians 
charged with murdering a police sergeant. Two Fenian 
leaders were being transported by prison van to Manchester's 
Sirangeways j a( | when Fenians attacked the van in un 
attempt to release the prisoners. A shot was fired through 
the lock on the van door to break it. The bullet passed 
through tFe lock and the sergeant, who was inside the van, 
was hit and killed. 

Ihe prisoners escaped but five men were later tried and tour 
were sentenced to death. One, F.dward ( ondon, held I S 
Citizenship and was reprieved following appeals on his behalf 
icom the US government. Allen, O'Brien and Larkin were 
tanged. Thev were the first Irish people to be executed on 
a political charge since Robert Fmmett had led an abortive 
coup in Uubiin in 1803. 

There was an outcry from the Irish community in Britain. An 
•stimated 5,000 marched in protest in Manchester on the day 
of the hangings and 25,000 were reported to have marched 
in London in support of the Martyrs. A monument in their 
memory, paid for by collections amongst the Irish 
community, was erected in Moston cemetery, where they 
were buried. A memorial arch was built in the Ardwick 
district of Manchester. 


s p ion of re spec lability, despite their position at t he renire of the capitalist 
economic system and despite the fact that their clients Include those at the highest levels of 
society, stockbrokers are just agents for those who rob working people of the fruits of their work. 


Monday 19th of October, the day of the great stock ex¬ 
change collapse, was In many ways a significant day for 
those of us who describe ourselves as revolutionary socialists. 

It was the day when so many of the things which we have 
always argued about the capitalist system, ubout it s inherent¬ 
ly unstable nature, about it being impossible for it to main¬ 
tain in the long run economic stability and growth, were 
shown for once to maybe have perhaps a grain of truth in 
them after all. vice* and a lowering ot living 

Such ideas have always standards generally, 

been arrogantly and confi¬ 


dently ridiculed in the past 
by supporter* of the capitalist 
system, secure and confident 
through the boom year* of 
capitalism in the fifties and 
sixties. Even more recently, 
during the past eight years 
of Thatcherism, when in spite 
of increasing poverty and 
hardship at one end of socie¬ 
ty, booming profit* in the 
financial and business world, 
•ere offered by those enjoy¬ 
ing the fruits of them as 
proof of the successful and 
prosperous nature of capita¬ 
lism (as for those who were 
nut experiencing much evid¬ 
ence of this success and 
prosperity, the unemployed, 
ihe old and others caughl in 
the poverty trap, well it was 
their own fault for not being 
intelligent or hardworking 
enough to take advantage of 
ihe opportunities on offer 
wasn't it) 

SCRAMBLED 

However these champions 
if the apitiilist system didn't 
took half so arrogant, or con- 
'•O'-nt about the secure nature 
of it, as they scrambled 
ahi .it in panic on the floor 
ot the stock exchange that 
Mi»t»day did they. 

A mist such spectacles may 
,(fer some temporary amuse- 
n. «it and satisfaction, the 
effect 1 of them are in fact 
quit' serious, and will even- 
lually he felt by the working 
da- • in the shape of more 
unemployment, cut* in ser- 


A perfect summing up real¬ 
ly, of the absurd nature of 
the capitalist system. Of the 
absurdity of allowing a situa¬ 
tion to exist where all of the 
resources upon which the 
whole of society depends on 
for its existence, under the 
private ownership and control 
of a small number of individ¬ 
uals, who are able to use, 
misuse or even Mop them 
being used in any way they 
want, regardless of the con- 
quences of their action to 
society as a whole. 

GAMBLE 

Just because thut massive 
game of bingo which is the 
stock market, where people 
gamble fortunes which they 
don't own or don't even exist 
trying to make other fortunes 
which will never exist except 
as a figure of a bit of paper, 
just because this whole char¬ 
ade finally comes crashing 
down as it must, then as a 
consequence, part of societies 
productive processes cease 
to function. Workers are made 
redundant and denied the op¬ 
portunity to produce the 
things which are desperately 
needed, houses, goods, servi¬ 
ce* etc. 

There is absolutely no rea¬ 
son at all why the productive 
resources of society should 
be held hostage in this way, 
to the insane capers of the 
world of high finance, in fact 
there is really no need for 
the world of high finance at 


all. Those who are involved as it is, but as we huve seen 
in it and live off of it, would not only is capitalism a sys- 
have us believe that it is the tern based on robbery and ex- 
place where wealth of society ploitatton, it is also one 
is created. What garbage, denies us any chance of soci- 
Real wealth isn’t a number u! and economic stability 
of figures on a piece of pa even alter we have been rob- 
par, it is the things which bed, Economic collapses such 
we need to live and run our as the recent one are an in- 
society. The food we eat, the evitable part of the capitalist 
Clothes we wear and houses system. Even if this particu- 
we live in. Ihe goods and lar one should sort itself out 
services we use. Without without any great damage 
these things, it wouldn’t mat- to the system, there will be 
ter how much someone had others that will be* worse, 
m a bank account. They They will always occur as 
would soon drop dead, and long as we live in an econo- 
none of these things are ere- mic system which is based 
ated bv the activities of the on the idea of competition 

Stock exchange or any of the «P»°««*°n 

other institutions of high something for nothmg. 

finance. 

They are created by the la- prodUCF 

hour of working people alone, 
and all of the wheelings and 

leallngs of the finance world, (jntil we create a system 
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Until we create a system 


are really in effect nothing Waited Q n the simple inescap 

more than an elaborate form a j,| f logic that we can only 

of theft, by which those who <. at| «nd enjoy that which 
prudute all of the wealth, we produce, and that the 
are robbed of the vast bulk an d most efficient way 

of it by those who create in which we can produce 


nothing. 

That would be bad enough 


those things, is by everyone 
working together and doing 
their lair share. _ 


The Manchester Martyrs march became an annual event and 

was traditionally addressed by leading Irish politicians. Famno 
de Valera, then Prime Minister and later President of the 
Free State, spoke at a number of Martyrs' 
commemmoraiton* up to the 1940s. The Martyrs song "God 
Save Ireland" - said to be the slogan they shouted from the 
dock when the death sentences were passed - was in the 
reckoning to be the national anthem of the Free State when 
the Dail (Parliament) voted on the issue in 1922. It came 
second only to "A Soldier's song." 

In 1974, anti-Irish hostility in the wake of the Birmingham 
bombings caused the annual Martyrs march to be abandoned 
but, In 1981, it was revived. Since then. It has increased in 
size each year and is now again one of the major Irish 
marches In Britain, despite the attention it receive* from 
the Liverpool Orange Lodge* who usually send a contingent 
to wave it by. 

This year's march will move off from Longsight market at 
I pm on 22 November and Red Action is organising transport 
from London. Contact a Red Action member or the box 
number for detail*. Speakers from Sinn Fein and the Irish 
Republican Socialist Party will be travelling from Ireland to 
address the rally and marchers can expect to be entertained 
on the route by some excellent Irish music from Scottish 
bands affiliated to the Republican Bands Alliance, who can 
be relied upon to bring a Large contingent. _ 
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DOWN BUT NOT 


OUT 


by Cary Oner burn 


in Belfast, just before Christmas 86, yet another successful 
appeal, this time of 26 people who had been convicted a 
year earlier on the perjured evidence of Irish National Liber¬ 
ation Army supergrass, Harry Kirkpatrick. Amongst those 
released were a number of 'key players' involved in a 
factional and ideological dispute, which had been on a slow 
burner for a number of years both inside and outside the 
jails and which was now to ignite in violence. 

The result of the 'feud' between the IRSP/INLA and the 
IPLO, which left 13 people dead and 20 seriously injured has 
had a massive impact on the IKSP, In which, at one time, 
almost ail the victims had been involved. But the direction 
in which the organisation is now being taken may yet prove 
to have a profound effect on Sinn Fein and the Republican 
Movement and on the nature of politics in 32 county Ireland 


as a whole. 

few would argue, least of 
all the existing leadership, 
that, for a number of years, 
before the feud, the Move¬ 
ment was In some di6<*riay, 
lacking a sense of direction 
both politically and militar¬ 
ily and facing mounting 
accusations of irrelevance 
and corruption. It is unden¬ 
iable that the trail of devas¬ 
tation as a result of the ass¬ 
ault on the Movement has 
been left in some ways dim¬ 
inished through the tragic 
loss of soldiers like Micky 
Kearney and especially 'Ta' 
Power and yei, because it 
has survived, because it was 
not destroyed, it has been 
strengthened. 

HOMERS 

The dispute arose between 
the existing leadership and 
three other factions, made 
up ol disgruncled members, 
who were united by Gerard 
Steenson under the banner of 
the IPLO. Steenson had been 
expelled from the INLA 
whilst in prison for doing 
'homers' (bank raids carried 
out in the name of the org¬ 
anisation for personal garni. 

The IPLO's political position 
was as follows. The INLA 
was impotent, discredited 
and corrupt ami it should 
immediately hand over all 
weapons to the IPLO «nd 
disband. 

While the IRSP would have 
admitted that there was 
some substance to the alleg¬ 
ations, they, in turn, pointed 
the finger at those calling 
for its disbandment as being 
the very ones responsible for 
it. Furthermore, they refused 
to disband and re-emerge 
under a new banner, as was 
demanded, without first conf¬ 
ronting and acknowledging 
the mistakes of the past, ins¬ 
isting that, first and fore¬ 
most, a political critique was 
crucial if some of the inad¬ 
equacies that evidently exist¬ 
ed were not to re-appear. It 
was a stalemate. 

CONFRONTATION 

In an attempt to avoid what 
appeared to be the growing 
threat of physical confront¬ 
ation, 'peace talks' were arr¬ 
anged to 'resolve differenc¬ 
es,' at an agreed venue ucr- 
ost the border, with a total 
priest as mediator. The repr¬ 
esentatives of the IPLO that 
did turn up were lute, wore 
masks and carried guns and 
shot dead two of the unarm¬ 
ed negotiators, leading INLA 
men Thomas 'Ta' Power and 
John O'Reilly and attempted 
to kill two others present. 
It was an obvious attempt 
to wipe out the leadership 
as a prelude to wiping out 
the membership. There *as 
no turning back. The IK: *, 
as a Movement, and Its mem¬ 
bership, were fighting for 
their lives, literally. 

rhroughout the feud. Sinn 
Fein repeatedly called for 
the disbandment of both the 
INLA and the IPLO, though 
their assessmeni of the for¬ 
mer did not appear to be 
shared by the rank and file 
of the IRA in West Belfast 
who, on one occasion, even 


provided an armed bodyguard 
for an IRSP spokesperson, 
allowing him to conduct an 
interview with a Newsnight 
team in safety. Similarly, 
Sinn Fein's Danny Morrison 
publicly stated that he pers¬ 
onally held members of the 
IRSP/INLA in high esteem. 

As the feud continued, Gerry 
Adams and editorial* in Rep¬ 
ublican News were harshly 
critical of the tactics empl 
oved by the IPLO, especially 
after the shooting of INLA 
Volunteer tmmanuel Gargan, 
already on crutches after a 
previous assassination attem¬ 
pt. 

Naturally, the British author¬ 
ities, old hands at the divide 
and conquer techniques, glee¬ 
fully exploited the- situation 
to the full by propaganda 
and mw-inform at ion, simult¬ 
aneously keeping tlieir troops 
stationed in the INLA strong¬ 
hold of Springfield and Bally- 
murphy ureas confined to bar¬ 
racks as an open invitation 
to IPLO assassins. 

IMPERIALIST 

Fully understanding "the die 
and let die" tactic adopted 
by the imperialist forces, 
the INLA responded by moun¬ 
ting nightly patrols, carrying 
automatic weapons and wear 
mg flak jackets, in the 
realisation that they were 
immune from interference as 
long as the army maintained 
this strategy or as long as 
the 'feud' lasted. After the 
attempted murder of Kevin 
McQuillan and the shooting 
of his brother at their home, 
the INI.A hit back in dram¬ 
atic fashion, taking out Ger¬ 
ard Steenson, recognised by 
the INLA as a physical force 
specialist and the instigator 
of many attacks. 

He was ambushed whilst on 
a reconnaissance mission in 
Ballymurphy. Some indication 
of Nationalist opinion and 
their altitude to ihe 'leud' 
can, perhaps, be gauged by 
the attendance at Steensun's 
funeral, which was heavily 
outnumbered bv the RUC 
and was mainly composed of 
fc.mily friends and political 

associates, as against over 
1000 from West Belfast, who 
turned out to pay their last 
respects to Micky Kearney. 

The INLA's assessment of 
the importance of Steenson 
to the IPLO and the strategy 
of the 'surgical strike' was 
justified, as a ceasefire was 
agreed shortly after his 
death. 

HISTORY 

Admittedly, that is the bare 
booex of the 'feud' and the 
reasons behind it. To fully 
understand how this tragic 
situation came about, it is 
necessary to examine the his 
tory of the Republican Move¬ 
ment, where all the answers 
can be found. This we intend 
to do in the coming months. 

THE FUTURE 

Since the early '70s, of 
course, the Provisional IRA 
has moved radically to the 
left and, in fact, have devel¬ 
oped the type* of party poltt- 



IRSP figures Kevin McQuillan (left) and T-rry 
Flarkm carry the coffin of Micky Kearneyfl 




teal stria cure that IRSP 
members readily admit they 
themselves want to build. 
However, there is nothing in 
Sinn Fein history or philos- 
ophy (hat guarantees that 
this leftward drift will coat 


mue indefinitely and, indeed, 


at the lime of writing, there 


is evidence to suggest that 


it may already have peaked. 


Take, lor instance, the rec¬ 
ent comment from Gerry 
Adams, when he said " Soc¬ 
ialism was not on the 
agenda" and from his book 
'Politics of Irish Freedom,' 
where he said the "Republic¬ 
an struggle should not, at 
this si age of its development 
style itself Socialist Republic¬ 
an as this would imply that 
there is no place in It for 
non Socialists." 

SOCIALIST 

It is Sinn Fein's intention to 
try lo accom<Hli*t«* rtnn-Sncial- 
ist le middle class, to broad¬ 
en Its appeal, instead of try¬ 
ing to capture the support 
of the urban working class 
in the Free Slate with a Soc¬ 
ialist programme. The strat¬ 
egy l* flawed and mav erode 
rather than strengthen the 
Current base of support for 
the armed struggle. 

When Sinn Fein called for 
the INLA to be disbanded, 
they stated categorically 
that it had absolutely no ob¬ 
jection to the continued exis¬ 
tence of the IRSP or any 
other political grouping hut 
insisted there can be only 
one rebel army. The IRA, 
secure in their knowledge 


that working class national 


isis would regard with cynic 
ism the political ideas of 
any group that did not treat 
the liberation of the country 
as a priority 


The IKSP intend to hold 


their first Ard Fheis (annual 


conference) since 1984, based 


on a document produced by 
Ta' Power on the future of 


the Movement, proof that, 
despite the tragedies of Ihe 
'feud,' it has had the effect 
of cauterising a weeping 
wejund that had drained the 
organisation of its initiative 
and vitality. The tenacity 
and optimism, with which 
the membership pursue the 
task of re-building deserves' 
the respect and admiration 
of anyone who calls themselv¬ 
es Sex'lal 1st. 

Being totally objective, there 
must be some doubi at this 
stage as to whether the 

IRSf’ can fulfill its own obj¬ 
ectives but, what in unden¬ 
iable, is the necessity and 

desirability of an organised 
and identifiable left-wing 
group as an integral part 

of the liberation struggle, if 
all the mistakes of the past 
are not to be repeated. Sinn 
Fein would never allow such 
a caucus to form from 
within its own ranks so the 
only option is to continue 
the fight outside the Repub¬ 
lican Movement, an option 
which 30 IRA prisoners 
Communist League have rec¬ 
ently tuken up. The fact 
that they have done it now 
must be significant. 


IRSP/ INLA 
PRISONERS 

There are 45 IRSP/INLA prisoners in Fnghsh and Irish jails. 
They receive no assistance from the prisoners support groups 
such as Green Cross, who help IRA prisoners. As part of the 
re building of their movement following the 'feud.' the IRSP 
are asking wxialists in Ireland and elsewhere to sponsor 
prtaoners to help pay for relatives to travel to visit them 
and p:iy for food purcels, newspaper*, and the like. 


Red Action is proud to have been asked to assist in this way 
and each RA branch is to sponsor a IRSP/INLA prisoner. Any 
supporter or reader who wishes to help us do this should 
contact any RA member or write to the box number. F.ach 
branch must puy £8 per month to help their prisoner and it 
is hoped that individual members and supporter* will also 
keep in touch by post with their prisoner. Vhls latter aspect, 
in particular, should prove interesting and fruitful. 


SELL 

One of the moat basic anu 
fundamental principles of so¬ 
cialist ideology, is support 
for the principle of working 
class people organising them- 
seves together to act collect¬ 
ively in defending and advan¬ 
cing their living standards • 
ie trade unionism. 

Our support for this princi¬ 
ple Is based upon our view 
of the nature of (he capital¬ 
ist economic system. We see 
it as a system which divides 
society up into two main 
classes - employers and em¬ 
ployees • which have a direct 
Conflict of interest with each 
other. Each can only benefit 
at the expense of the other. 
The only way in which the 
boss class can ultimately ful¬ 
fill it's quest for ever great¬ 
er profits, is by paying the 
workers as little as possible 
for their efforts. Similarly, 
the only way in which the 
working class can fufill it's 
interests and increase it's liv¬ 
ing standards, is by screwing 
back as much as possible 
from the bosses. There is a 
permanent and irreconcilable 
conflict of interest between 
the two which can never be 
resolved as long as the capi¬ 
talist system lasts, and will 
always ultimately end up in 
some form of economic con¬ 
flict. That is why socialists, 
as supporters of working class 
interests, support the princi¬ 
ple of collective working 
class action. It is the best 
weapon which they have 
against the economic power 
of the bosses. 


Put like that it all sounds 
very simple of course. On 
one side the rich and power¬ 
ful and all of their forces, 
on the other the poor, weak 
and needy, backed only by 
the unions. A clear case of 
goodies v baddies. Unfortu¬ 
nately, as anyone who has had 
any experience of trade union 
affairs will very quickly tell 
you, it isn't quite as simple 
as that at all. Trade unions 
most certainly do not always 
act in a manner which is in 
the best interests of the wor¬ 
king class. In fact there are 
numerous examples of where 
they have done quite the 
reverse. When they have 
failed to support their mem¬ 
bers when involved in indus¬ 
trial action for example, or 
have failed to respond to ap¬ 
peals for support and solidar¬ 
ity from other unions. Then 
there is the recently emerging 
trend of unions competing 
with each other to try and 
sell themselves to manage¬ 
ment. Offering all sorts of 
concessions detrimental to 
the workforce (worse working 
conditions, lowering of mann¬ 
ing levels, no strike deals 
etc) in order to win sole re¬ 
cognition and negotiating 
rights for themselves. 


It is clear then, that trade 
unions are far from being or¬ 
ganisations which always act 
in the best interests of the 
working class. And yet this 
is supposedly their purpose. 
So what is going wrong 1 ' To 
understand this, we have to 
undeistand the nature of 
trade unions today, and the 
role which they play in socie¬ 
ty* 

Trade unions today are far 
from being the sort of small 
groups of workers organised 
together, which they were 
when they were first being 
formed just over a hundred 
years ago. Today they are 
vast nationwide concerns, 
representing tens and hund¬ 
reds of thousands, and in 
some cases millions of wor¬ 
kers. In one sense of course, 
this It greatly to the advan¬ 
tage of the unions. Obviously 
the more members a union 
has, the stronger it's bargain¬ 
ing power in negotiations, and 
the greater the impact of any 
action which it might take. 

However it is a situation 
which also contains certain 
drawbacks. 


OUT 

Because of thetr vast sue, 
the majority of unions, in or¬ 
der to be able to operate and 
function smoothly and effect* 
ively, need to maintain a 
large organisational framework 
with a large number of full 
time officials and paid wor* 
kers - te a bureaucracy. But 
a great danger, inherent In 
any situation where you have 
a bureaucracy based upon a 
political movement, is that 
the bureaucracy can begin to 
become separated from the 
movement and it's aims and 
interests, and begin to identi¬ 
fy and work towards interests 
of It's own. 


This ts something which oc¬ 
curs very very easily within 
the bureaucracies attached 
to the trade union movement 
today. For a start, full time 
union jobs being what they 
are, a well paid and secure 
career, attract many whose 
only real interest in the class 
struggle is how they can best 
use it to feather their own 
nest. Such people, in terms 
of Income and social outlook, 
really have more in common 
with the bosses than they do 
with those they are supposed 
to be representing, and they 
Can be easily wined dined and 
flattered (and in not a few 
cases actually bribed) by 
them, into doing their dirty 
work for them. 

But it isn't always only a 
case of self interest or cor¬ 
ruption. There are many good 
committed trade unionists, who 
become full time officials 
with the best of intentions, 
who still eventually find 
tfiemselves pursuing aims 
which are at odds with what 
the membership want. 


What happens is that these 
people, totally immersed as 
they are in the day to day 
running of the union organis¬ 
ation, responsible for ensuring 
that it is in a healthy and 
viable condition, and most 
importantly, dependant on 
this for their own livelihoods, 
come the health and prosp¬ 
erity of the organisation as 
an end in Itself, and not as 
it should be, merely a means 
to the end of fighting the 
Class struggle. What worries 
them most of all, is anything 
threatens the smooth running 
or well being of the union 
organisation, and their control 
over it. This is why, contrary 
to popular belief, the majori¬ 
ty of union leaders hate to 
see their members involved 
in industrial action. It threat¬ 
ens both the smooth running 
of the union - loss of sub¬ 
scriptions, the possibility of 
legal moves against them etc 
and also their own control 
ovrr -it. In the highly volatile 
atmosphere which prevails 
during disputes, members are 
far less willing to passively 
accept leadership control than 
usual. 

That is why time and time 
again we see union leaders 
doing everything they can, 
to resolve disputes, and so 
often ultimately selling out 
the workers interests by mak¬ 
ing concessions to manage¬ 
ment in order to do so. It 
isn't that they want to see 
their members living stan¬ 
dards or working conditions 
cut. Of course not. There is 
nothing that any union leader 
would like more than to be 
able to go to the membership 
and tell them that they have 
just negotiated a massive rise 
in wages and improvement 
in working conditions. 


But as we have seen, the 
capitalist system doesn't 
work that way. In it, you 
only get what you fight for, 
and as we have also seen, the 
last thing most union leaders 
want is a fight. They like 
being the generals, but they 
don't want to lead the troopn 
into battle. 















BELGIAN 
VIEW OF 


MUSIC FOR ALL 


BELFAST 


Red Action's annual August trip to attend Belfast's Intern¬ 
ment commemmoratinns was joined this year by contacts fr¬ 
om overseas. Here we publish a Belgian contact's impressions 
of his visit. The English Is not perfect but, then, neither is 
our French. 


FREEDOM 

The first time I heard about 
northern Ireland was when 
Bobby Sands mode hts hunger- 
strike. Then I began to be 
interested in the freedom 
fight in Ulster. But when 
Bobby Sands died, we receiv¬ 
ed no more news about N.I., 
only when the IRA has made 
a big attempt and the TV 
say what they have done but 
never really explain the reas¬ 
on of their act. That Is why 
people In Bclguim think that 
the Provo* are just terrorist 
and that is why they also 
ban them. 


The people over here think 
In Ulster there is just a rel¬ 
igious civil conflict. They 
don't realise It is a WAR 
AGAINST IMPERIALISM. If 
they think in that wav. It Is 
only because we are vict¬ 
ims of UNINFORMATION. 
Why haven't we got the 
truth?ls it because of the 
British censor or because 
England Is part of the EEC? 

I tried to get more Informat¬ 
ion about Irish history and 
the Irish struggle but I 
didn't find a book in French 
about it. 



The IRA and the INLA are people's armies 
and the people support their actions. 


anti-internment 


fortunately I later met geez¬ 
ers from London who sent 
me books and papers and 
gave me more Information 
about Ireland. They invited 
me to go to Belfast with 
Red Action for the anti-lnt- 
ernment march. 

I'll never forget Belfast. I’ll 
never forget Its people, who 
are very welcoming and are 
always ready to go shures 
with the only few things 
they have got. 

OPPRESSION 


I'll rvver fnreet how BRIT¬ 
ISH OPPRESSION IS STRO¬ 
NG OVER THERE. I saw the 
RUC provoke the people. 
The RUC wanted to receive 
a brick or wanted to create 
a riot just for the pleasure 
to shoot with their plastic 
bullets. 


One RUC man confirmed to 
me that British oppression 
does really exist In Ulster. 
Me threw a brick and after¬ 
wards he point me with his 
gun. I am sure he was think¬ 
ing Tome on, send it back 
to me." 


THROUGHTHE 
POST 


ILLEGAL 

I saw a soldier point nis gun 
at me and the CHILD 1 had 
in my arms during a control. 

I hoped he controlled his gun 
well because he wes so close 
to me that, even if he did j 
not want to shoot, he could] 
not miss us. 


I realised In Belfast that the 
IRA and the INI A are the 
people army and the people 
support their actions. I saw 
It during the anti-internment 
march, which was the big¬ 
gest I have ever seen and it 
was an Illegal march. You 
can also realise it by the 
murals. There is no street in 
Belfast without a mural. 


I saw good Republican bands 
play in a club where all the 
people sang "A NATION 
ONCF AGAIN" with their 
fist up. 

I saw no pub or club without 
the ten hunger-strikers pict¬ 
ures (and it is said they had 
no supportj.lt Is impossible 
tp for t. the war In Belfast 
because t.iere are soldiers 
everywhere. All the clubs 




Davy Lamp Is a record label with a distinct difference. It 
Is non-profit making, preferring instead to raise money for 
wothwhlle causes. Their first release was a four-trsck EP 
for striking miners during their bitter struggle. This was 
quickly followed by a 12 inch single and, more recently, an 
LP entitled "Not Just Mandela," both for Antl-Apaitheid. 
Over the past couple of years, they have also organised 
successful all day benefit gigs in their home town of Harlow 
In Essex to raise funds for Ant I-Apartheid. It wos at one of 
these gigs that Red Action's roving reporter caught up with 
Davy Lamp founders, Grahom Bell and Julie Rogers. 


are watched with cameras, 
there is always a helicopter 
flying over the town and you 
often hear explosions. 


I was very astonished there 
are so many kids in Belfast. 
I thought the people were 
old because of emigration 
but I was completely wrong 
It is usual to lind four or 
five kids In a family and 
those kids are all shocked 
by the British presence bec¬ 
ause they know that, kid* or 
not, you are a victim ol opp¬ 
ression and you can be killec 
by a plastic bullet or any 
other bullet. That is why 
I am dead sure that those 
kids will follow the struggle 
until they are free. 

UNUSUAL 

I saw so many unusual things 
for us but not unusual for 
Belfast people that I probab¬ 
ly forget more than I write. 


But the best thing you have 
to do is to go yourself In 
Belfast. It will be very instr¬ 
uctive for you and then you 
can tell your family and frie¬ 
nds what vou saw. If PEOP¬ 
LE WERE INFORMED, IT 
WOULD BE A BIG STEP TO¬ 
WARDS THE END OF THE 
IRISH WAR. 


Red Action: Tell us about 
the origins of Davy Lump. 
Julie: We started off, not 
as u record label, hut by 
raising money for the miners 
through benefit gigs. We 
done two or three of those 
and, then, a* a result of hav¬ 
ing nutte a f.-w local bands 
In Harlow, we decided to 
put out an EP to raise mon¬ 
ey for the miners. That was 
In 1984/85. 

RA: Did it cost much to set 

U£° 

Graham: The first single cost 
£425, which we got as a 
loan from the council and 
wnich was paid back in two 
weeks. We raised roughly 
£700 for the miners. 


RA: Were there any bands 
you approached who weren r T 
interested in participa ting r 
we re they generally keen? 

J: Most were actually com- 
ing to us to ask us to do it 
G: And they all recorded for 
free. g 

RA: On "Not just Mandela , 

you included _ The Huustyn- 

artinv So not only Har¬ 
low bands then'* 

<5i No] but that album was 
a bit special. It was for 
Anti-Apartheid. We got Billy 
Bragg to do a song with the 
Neurotics and the Housem¬ 
an ins 'phoned us to say 
they would like to be on the 
album. 

RA: The majo r ity of benet - 
its have been for Anti- 
Aparthetd. Are they going to 
be confined to the South aTiT 
lea issue '’ 

^ We do tapes as well and 
we've just released one by 
a band from Grays in Essex 
with half the money from 
that going to a Rape Cris¬ 
is Centre and the rest to a 
community relations centre 
who are trying to stamp out 
racism in Grays,'cos It's 
pretty bad there. The deal 
is that we put the material 
ut and any money the band 


make on top, they can don¬ 
ate to a cause of their 
choice. 

RA: Would you be prepared 
to do benefits for Nicaragua 
or the Republican cause in 
Ireland 0 

G: Yeah, Nicaragua, Ireland, 
it's up to what the band 
want to do. We don't dictate 
which cause so long as it's 
v. ing or that way. We've 
got a band who wants to do 
a benefit for Mem ap; we've 
no objection if they want to 
donate the money to that. 


RA: Do the bands have to 
be politically motivated with 
their lyrics? 

(E No] not really. As long > 
as the songs aren't sexist or 
racist. They don't have to be 
political protest songs. 

RA: Any more informat ion 
you want to give? I 

G: We‘re going to start do¬ 
ing a political material dlstr- , 
(bution service through the , 
post soon. We'd like to hear 
from any bands who would 
like to help us out and set 
up more things in the future. 

If bands want to contact us, 
we've got a new address: 
Davy Lamp Records, Latbush 
Centre, Sutton Way, Harlow, 
Essex. 

The "Not Just Mandela" LP 
costs £3.99 and features 
Billy Bragg with the Neurot- | 
tes, the Houseman ms, Ait lla 
the Stockbroker and some \ 
excellent Harlow bands. All 
proceeds go to the Anti- I 
Apartheid Movement. 


M DAVY 


the pages of Reef Action am open 
to anybody to arita about any - 
thing th#y wish. Please heap lat¬ 
er* at short at potelble, and 
write to P.0. Boa 

Hatrielo 

Hatta 

Dear Wed Action, 

Deun Hancock and Russell 

Shank I and, the two Welsh 
miners jailed for eight year* 
apiece on a manslaughter 

charge during the '84/85 

strike, are still behind bars. 
They had u parole board in 
August, from which they 

didn't get any joy, and are 
both in good health and spir¬ 
its, considering. Russell's bir¬ 
thday is on 10 December and 
we call upon all who read 
this to send cards and mess¬ 
ages of support to show him 
und Dean that they haven't 
been forgotten by working 
people. 

The address is: Russell 

Shank land, A83 752, HMP 

Gartree, Market Harborough, 
Leicester. LEI6 7RP. 

In Solidarity, 

East London Direct Action 
Movement-International Wor¬ 
kers' Association. 



Dear Red Action, 

In the summer, I visited 

Belfast to watch Manchest¬ 
er United ploy at Windsor 
Park against an Irish XL 
After a drink, I took a taxi 
to the game. The cab was 
stopped by the RUC and 
British Army. I was told to 
get out. Imagine my amaze¬ 

ment when I saw soldier* 
pointing guns at me while 
a RUC man questioned me 
for 25 minutes. The delay 

caused me to miss the kick¬ 
off, to the amused delight 

of the RUC and iroops. Who 
are the real hooligans 0 

Kevin, London. 


Red Action, 

Due to the recently announced new Tory ant,-union kgislat- 
ton and the National Union of Mlneworkers already a the 
beginning of a dispute with the Nation* Coali Board, I ■ *» 
leve it is now time for a permanent National Strlkt Network 
between Rod Action and other revolutionary socialist organ,s- 

Disputes over the last four years like the miners, P" n '™ r ; 
kers Silent Night and numerous others have proved the m 

oflrt • *»«°n b-,n« formed. ►* l« of.™. «r*- 
Z UU. or.' «*■ om by ,h« Trade* Union CWJ. 
(TUC) labour party and even their own unions i 

action and are having to rely increasingly on strike support 

groups. 

Although these groups do offer vital support, they do stiller 
certain weaknesses. Eor example, It is very often late into 
a strike before such groups are organlM*d and this Is very 
often only in the area where the dispute is taking place. 

Red Action, in the past, has proved it cun organise Itself 
effectively, for example the pari it played in the setting up 

of Anti-Fascist Action. I wi>uld therefore suggest that the 

RA National Council considers my suggestion and let us be 
organised for the obvious strike actions that lay ahead. 


Yours In Solidarity, 


Alan, 


Merseyside. 


i 


ANNA APPEAL 

Anna Sullivan is well-known and well-respected in anti¬ 
fascist circles for her principled and consistent work against 
ascist activity. 

Recently, her home in Islingtixi, London was attai ked during 
the mghi. A petrol bomb was thrown through her front 
window and, although Anna escaped, the whole bottom half 
of her house was burned out. The tost of the damage runs 
to a four figure sum. 

Although no-one has been apprehended for the attack, ihere , 
tan be virtually no doubt that it was politically motivated. 
A fund ha* been sei up to help Anna pay for necessary 
repairs and refurbishment, etc. 

Red Action is supporting the fund and invites all members, 
supporters and readers to contribute. This can be done 
through any RA member or by sending a cheque or postal 
order, made payable to the Anna Sullivan appeal, to the.box 
mi iber. Alternatively, donations can lx* mad*- through the 
anti-Fascist magazine Searchlight ut 37b, New C avendish St, 
London WIM 8JR. 

A big pat on the back to two RA supporters, who have 
already made fine efforts on behalf of the Anna Sullivan 
appeal. One Irom Manchester raised £35 by collecting from 
friends and the other from South London, who raised £15 in 
b collection at his workplace. 


All RA members, supporters and readers are invited to 
submit articles to appear in this paper. The decision as to 
what is included Is made by the editorial board, elected by 
RA conference. Some articles, therefore, may not exj>ress 
RA policy but the opinion of the author. Any such article 
appears bearing the author's name to show that the view 
expressed may not be in tune with RA policy. 


SUPPORT 
RED ACTION 


Red Action is an organisation founded by working class 
people lo work for Ike furthering of tkc cause of 
Socialism. Membership is open to all who accept our 
political principles and pay • weekly subscription. Every 
member bas an equal vote on all Red Action policy and 
decisions. 

If you support our aims but do not wish lo become a 
member, you can become a supporting member. This does 
not entitle you lo vole, but you will receive: 

1. A free subscription to ibe newspaper. 

2. A regular iaternal newsletter that will keep you 
ioformed of wkat is going on in tke organisation. 

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in yonr tret. 

The cost for this is lid for one year. 

Subscriptloas to Use paper are still available separately. 
Tke cost Is £3 pounds for ten issues Please remember that 
producing a paper to a very uneconomic basinet s and we 
are always very grateful for any donations, nod especially 
graiefal lo anyone wke can take earn copies lo sed. 

PO box 158 
Hatfield 
Herts 
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A Red Action member had an ummial experience recently 
^ fk when he wag Invited to be a crown witness in a case 

Ala f §r agamat one PC Michael Shaw. Shaw was charged with 

V Yiy assaulting the RA member causing him grevious bodily harm. 

The incident took place after a spontaneous clash bet wen a 

_ S^P of National Front supporters and some RA members In 

Islington, London In November 1985. During and after their 
j. arre#t • number of RA members were asaaulted,includir« the 

f ^ witness who sustained fractures to a hand, a cheekbone and 

his nose and also suffered loss of teeth. He also needed 15 
to 20 stitches to various head wounds. 

Three police officers, including an Inspector, told the court 
Of PC Shaw's violent behaviour on the evening. After hearing 
U|X^ evidence from a special constable the he saw Shaw beat 

three other men with his truncheon, the prosecuting counsel 
put it to Shaw that he was "baton happy." Shaw denied this 
claiming that he had only twice before had cause to use his 
baton, "once to fix a car seat and, on another occasion, to 
put a cat out of Its misery." The jury, obviously friend of 
neither man nor beast, found Shaw not guilty. 

When asked if US naval • anoeuvres m the North Pacific ■ . . . . 

could be seen as provocative by the Soviet Union,General I ,hm 8 we tan u° ' or blocks is send them back 

P.X. Kelly of the US Joint Chief of Staff's office replied I '" t0 » un * ,e 10 recover their culture." - Comedienne 
"I hope it is." I MarM Ca,ne » who later claimed she had been quoted out of 

I context. 




On I April 1984, United States agents planted mines at the 
entrances to Nicaraguan ports, US State Department deputy 
secretary Kenneth Dam said "The US has the right to mine 
Nicaragua's harbours as an act of collective self-defence." 

On 24 September 1987, US President Ronald Reagan wrote 
to the US Congress (a house of the US Parliament) accusing 
Iran of planting mines in the Gulf. He wrote "Mining of the 
high seas without notice and interfering with navigation Is 
unlawful and a serious threat to world public order." 

I he "high seas" where the Iranians were alleged to have 
planted mines are within sight of the Iranian coast. At its 
widest point, the Gulf is only about 200 miles across. As the 
crow flies, the nearest point of the US to Nicaragua Is 900 
miles and, if the US crow (or is It eagle) flew by that most 
direct route, it would have to cross hostile Cuba to get 
there. 


Whilst on the subject of the Gulf, do you recall that It used 
to be called the Persian Gulf. Persia is an old name for 
Iran. In those davs, Iran was ruled by a Shah (King) who had 
originally been put in power by Britain to act In western 
interests. However, the Iranians, fed up with more than a 
century of British and US imperialistic domination over their 
Country, kicked the Shah out. Almost overnight, the western 
media dropped the Persian tag when referring to the Gulf. 
Any day now, expect them to slip in the prefix "American" 
Instead. 


During the controversy over the child abuse cases in 
( level and, local Labour MP Stuart Bell said The idea that 
we are a nation of child abusers is dangerous. The time will 
,f th,s 8°** on * whpn half the parents in the country 
wiU be considered unfit to look after their own children." 
You must agree that MPs are usually heard baying that too 
much time is spent on the criminal, yet here is an MP 
proclaiming the innocence of people who may yet be charged 
with rape. Had the alleged victims been adults, his position 
could have proved politically disastrous but, in this case, he 
faced no such dilemma as his constituents under suspicion 
were adults and the victims children. You see, children don't 
have a vote. Childlme recieves 9,000 calls a day from the 
little people with no vote. 

"We recognise thd National Front is particularly odious to 
most people and we do not feel members of Life could work 
with them," So says Gordon Whitehead, chairman of the anti- 
abortion group Life on the infiltration into the group by 
fascists. It may come as a shock to Mr. Whitehead to hear 
that many people find his group pretty odious as well. 


TrF.C has a policy of only paying about the minimum 

subsistence level set by the government. This is some 300 
Hand per month lower than the living wage level as 

demanded by the Confederation of South African Trade 
Unions." 

Alternatively, the British Industry Committee on South Africa 
insists ihat British companies "are making an important 
contribution to the welfare and advancement of their black 
and coloured workers." 

Now, which of these two is lying? We feel the first 
statement has a ring of truth about It, mainly because it 
was made by James Prior, chief executive of GEC, who went 
on to say that GK is proud of its record and cannot be 

expected to pay workers at a level above market rates. 


"If a man is serving 20 years with no prospect of parole and 
he's put on report for having his hand* In his pockets it's 
obvious he'll develop a grievance. That sort of thin* 
happens all the time/ - Jimmy Boyle, ex-con and author of 
"A Sense of Freedom," commenting on some of the reasons 
for the recent riot at Peterhead jail. The leiders of the last 
protest were sentenced to 10 years on top ol the sentences 
they were already serving. 


Fox-hunting is most closely'’associated in the public mind 
with the well-off. The royal family, the landed gentry, that 
type of person. The type who always vote Tory (unless they 
are members of the House of Lords and, therefore, are 
considered too important to have a vote). Now, examine this 
quote from the memoirs of Robert Churchward, former 
master of the Shropshire foxhounds: The huntsmen came 
towards me with the fox's brush (tail). The master brought 
It up to my fate smearing me with the wet, bloodstained 
stump, still wet with the traces of excrement clinging to It. 
I must have flinched because I heord someone say 'Stand 
still, boy, and take it like a man.'" They refer to this 
activity as sport. 

"I arc 

worth £2.50 for a full day's work." - Times columnist 
Auberon Waugh on stories«of child labour. CouW it be that 
he is Judging things by the pay r.tes at Rupert Murdoch's 
Wupplng plant, where the Times is printed? » 


The new Tory trtde union laws state that all unions must 
hold a secret ballot on whether or not to strike and, if the 
result is m favour of strike action, the people who voted 
against It can ignore the result and cross picket lines with 
impunity. The union, of course, are forbidden from taking 
disciplinary action against anyone who does so. What is the 
point of all the palaver about a secret ballot in the first 
place? 

On the face of It, it seems a good idea and one which 
should be implemented nationally so that the 60 per cent 
who didn't vote Tory could completely Ignore the result of 
the last election. Furthermore, It could be decided upon by 
secret ballot and, if a majority opposed the idea, the ballot 
result could be ignored. 


On BBC’s Open To Question programme, footballer Terry 
Butcher stated that his fathei had always voted Tory and so 
had he. In the next breath, he admitted "I know nothing 
about it" - the "it" being politics. At least he is consistent 
in his stupidity. 


Great news from West Belfast. Despite relentless pressure 
from the media and the Catholic church and despite 
intimidation from the RUC and British army, the people of 
the Falls area have elected iwo new Sinn Fein councillors 
to bring the Republican representation on Belfast city 
council to nine seats. In the Upper Falls, Mairtin O'M.nlleoir 
polled 4,101 first preference votes compared to the Social 
Democratic and Labour Party (SDLPI candidate’s 3,375, 
whilst in Lower Falls, Fra McCann's victory was more a 
massacre than a landslide. He polled 5,425. The other four 
candidates only got 3,057 between them, including the 
SDLP's mere 1,918. 


"The accident is so boring I can't bring myself to talk about 
it any more" - 'Zany' Noel hdmonds talking about hod- 
carrier Michael Lush, who fell to his death doing a stunt on 
Edmonds' Late, Late Breakfast Show. 


In an attempt to extract himself from allegations made* by 
the right that he was a left-wing sympathiser, Mrs Aquino's 
Press Secretary said "I am a member of the left a* much as 
Pope John Paul is a member of the Sicilian Mafia." 


Continued from page 2 


SELL OUT 


Of course when manage 
mem attempt to impose 
something particularly un¬ 
acceptable on the workffarce, 
then union leaders, in order 
to justify their position, are 
forced to make militant 
sounding noises, and on occa¬ 
sion lead the membership into 
action. But probably, as soon 
as that action starts to pose 
a threat to the structure 
of the union organisation, 
whether financial legal or 
whatever, they start to look 
for some way out. In such 
u situation, ending the dispute 
becomes more import am than 
achieving the aims for which 
it was launched. 

PERFECT 

So we have to say that tr¬ 
ade unions today are far fr¬ 
om being perfect organisat¬ 
ions but, for all that, we 
cannot turn our back on th¬ 
em. Whether we like it or 
not, it is not possible to 
organise to defend working 
class living standards by 
turning away from unions. To 
do so would only he to the 
advantage of the boss class, 
who would like to see work¬ 
ers living standards reduced 
only to make more profit 
for themselves. 


What we have to do is supp¬ 
ort the unions but work with¬ 
in them to try to make th 
em more effective organis¬ 
ations and more 'representat¬ 
ive of working class inter¬ 
ests. 

That means we have to cam¬ 
paign against the undemocr¬ 
atic structures under which 
unions at present operate for 
and end to 'job for life' un¬ 
ion officials and make them 

all duly accountable to the 
membership for their actions. 
We should campaign for an 
end to the perks and high 
wages top union officials en¬ 
joy and make sure none of 
them are paid more then the 
average wage of the memb¬ 
ers they represent. 

We have to work towards 
crating a union movement 
which operates from the 
bottom up and not, as they 
do today, from the top do- I 
wn. We need a union move¬ 
ment tshere the real power 

of decision ties with the 

rank and file and officials 
are controlled by the rank 
and file, not the movement 
we have today, where ther 
top officials are pnveleged 
die i at or*. We have to build 
the union movement and 

make it strong. Only then 
can it make us strong. 


WE ARE 
REDACTION 


RED ACTION IS AN ORGANISATION MM NDED TO WORK TOW ARDh 
TH»: ENDING Of THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM Of PHODl (THIN AND 
TM£ KSTARI.ISHMf.NT Of A SOCIALIST ONE 

CAPITALISM The need of capital aad labour raaaoi on br recounted la 
<*btr war* tbr pur* by Ibr rm pbi yhig Busses for grratcr profit, k la Hemal coofltci 
»kb tbr demands of tbr working etna ft* higher wages, shorter hour* Hr It k to tbr 
obvious b u rn t* of Ibr employer lo keep wages 4mi as low as poaaMr white k b 
rquMy obvious that Ms don aor serve (hr burrass of Ibr major*). Tbr Iwo sysimu 
capitabMc awl m r bdhai raaaoi co-exht. as ibr) are la manful struggle potto* la 
nppad l r direction, fork la pursuit of b» owa goals. A vlrlory for oar k aemnrfb a 
defeat (or Ibr other Tbk b tbr major source of ronfbrt tai tbr world today. 
(apMabsm b a system wbkb b bated no tbr pen ate ownership of tbr meant of 
production. Thb meant ibat Ibr factories, w o rkplaces, natural mourns Hr. on 
wbkb we Mi depend lo produce tbr urc n tidr n of Mr err tbr private property of a lew 
bsdtvbbsals. who ate tbrm la produce oat what ta most tnchtty necessary, but 
w h a tever wtt make them the most profit When h sabs them, (bey are abb la Bate 
dowa those p tsbcf tt resources, even though there asay be great social need tor 
what could br p r o duc e d on tbrm Rr g ardb m of bow rich a country any be In natural 
resources, rapMhua ran never provide eqwttt of wealth due Hi hs owa h i b e r ea l 
Imitations ll b obv loads I n pnsrf h h for everybody to becoase a rapMalhi 
I em p lo yer) and so lo faardoa. Ibr vysbm drm a otb Ibr ers a baa aad nsabilmsare of 
an employing Hass aad a wnehiag dam, or If you Hie aa upper dam aad lower daw. 
Pro ppi n g up lib sytrm. are Ibr form of sudd control army, poire force, dvg 
tervke Hr—al ronlrnOed by lobby uweierted and ua-arcouataMr representatives of 


MM IAIINM ll b hnpossMitr for us today lo vay exactly what a mrlabst system wg| 
br Ibr. m whra h happens there wIN be n dttum of others Involved w duping h. 
However there are some features that wouM have lo br present la aay society. before 
we would he wdbng to con s ider it as socially. 

PI HI It OWNERSHIP (My whew a* of the major productive resources and 
buhsafn are takra into pubbr ownership, will It br p os sible for Ibr drmocratk sM of 
Ibr majority to ensure that they are at a* timet employed bi Ibr most soriady useful 
ma nn er Thb nig resub hi a massive inrreaar la production aad wealth 
( ON I HOI Id MM lilt Al those who occupy positions of power aad authority 
wtt be ebs led by those Ihry represent and subject In recag. 

FKLLIMIM (Nil KQ1 Al TTY Al wtt be rxpeOed to roMrtbirtr lo production aad 
al wtt resetsr equal reward aad have equal rights, irrespective of sc\. race nr creed, 
fhr state wtt provldr adequate lacttUrv to cater (or Ibr are* of the elderly, dci. 
hantbeappod. nursing mothers Hr. who wtt sH receive a fuN wage. II questions or 
p e rs o na l morattv wig hr fret Irony stale bHtrftreace. Abortion and rotMrartpibm 
wtt br legal and provided by Mir stair. There wtt hr freedom or worship for ail 
rebgioa. but no church wtt he allowed to inierfrre in stale mailers. 


INTERNATHIN Al ISM The capitalist ec o nomi c system h baked up mteraattauaby. 
therefore the struggle lo overthrow b is ■ worldwide oar. Al workers everywhere 
base tbr same interests, ll b impossible for socialism lo exist in isolation m oar 
country. as ibr power of taMeraathmal capttagsm would crush M. 


NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD TO MM1ALISM HurMbrn cannot be achieved 
through tbr padlameutary system, because the real power in sodHy lays out whh 
dtctrd MPs hot with rich htdai t rlab i U aad (br lead ers of (be armed forces, pobce 
J odi dory He. Tbr present structures c a nnot he reformed diry must be overthrow*. 
The labour Pmty dam ooi try to tad capbadsm. but amrety ght Ibr workers a better 


L'NKIN STRENGTH. WE SI PPORT ANY PH KKT LINE IN DEFENCE OF 
WORKERS LIN ING ST A.NDARDS. We support a strong organised rank and fir 
movement within the anions l Won of Drink should br supported as long as tbrs 
represent I heir members correctly. But rank and Mr uttoturts must reserve tbr right 
ikt take set tow Inde p enden t of Ibr officials when nece s s ar y. 


TOTAI OPPONTTHFN TO RACISM AND FAS( ISM We opposed aay mosrment 
or ideology which alirmpta to dtvldr tbr working daw on groonth of rare. sex. or 
need. Wr recogakr Ibr need hi oppose fmcisi orgaakatkms. both tdrologtcabv aad 
physicals on the streets 


THE IRISH NAIIONAI 11 HER AI ION STRUGGLE AGAINST (MR OWN 
Rt I INI, CLASS Wr suppotrl the right of oppressed proplr the world over lo fight 
hark. Wr unroodiltonaliv support tbr right of tbr rrsoluUuaary armies Ibr Irish 
Krpabbrait Army, and the Irish NaibuMl I them turn Army, lo engage la armed 
struggle to free the* country from British ruk Wr draw great Utspiratbva from the 
prinrtpkd and courageous manner In which thev conduct their struggle, and from the 
way bt which Ihry have imegraied cultural and class repression mu. the* political 


THE "( OMMl NIsP' STATES I hr regimes in countries such as Russia. China 
( aba Hr, are used as rxsmpirs to try and prior soc ia lis m undesirable In our view, 
although these countries have planned rconomira. Ihry cannot be described as 
socialist We contend that socialism cannot br impkmrnlrd from above by an 
msacTountabk ruling cble. PuMk ownership, freedom and democracy are all 
essential features of socialism aad in I heir absence it cannot exist We support the 
tight id the proplr m these states'to overthrow fhr leadership and implement sortaBai 
policies. Al the same lime however, we recognise the difficult lev that dales such m 
Nicaragua■ and others past aad present lace, from capttabsi hocked mrrceimry 
armies, milk ary intervention, and rcoaom* sabotage, which makr immediate 
transit ion to a vorialba system Impossible. Whtlr these slates rrmaia progressive, we 
wg| continue to support them 


THE ORGAMhATKIN Trad*mnaRy. the structure of revoiulionary soctahal 
groups In Ihfa country, has been one where the leadership Is made up of a small group 
of seif vrtreied academics aad WleBecluai, who wkM absolute authority over the 
membership such a structure fads, firstly became them ran he an Irur democracy la 
such a tel up. aad corruption soon set* lo. and secondly because I boar hading (hr 
organisation art to far removed from the realtors of working daw Me. h cannot 
relate properly to that daw. A rrvotutkmary socialist orgaakaiioa mast br tompuard 
of and M by working dam proplr. ll must recogakr that an leadership w immune 
from corrupt ton aad br trudy drmocratk m Bx internal structure* It must br ready 
to work in a mm sectarian manner with other soctaiki and progrraUvr groups. H 
ohm present v ur tabal poBtk-s la ■ manner in which working dam proplr ran Identify 
with la their Bfe and their work and the* leisure It must be masMenl. prtactpbd aad 
do* all bourn la Its pobdn. (My I ben wW It begin to br abk to rehrtr to Ibr 
working dam. moat af whom today are cynical If not boatir towards the 
trsoinuonao Irfi. We recogubr that a rrsohtlkmary working dam party b arceamry 
H rapMaksm b to hr overthrowa. Wr are ant that party, nrithee are those groups 
wbkb ctaim to br B. We wtt work to keep alke a tradition of working daw 
attkaacy. umM suck lime at enough mtttnnts ran be brought together to form that 












